The public prints have already made our readers acquainted with the death of Berzelius, whose name has been for forty years a household word in the chemical laboratory, and is interwoven with the history of chemistry by a series of investigations probably unequalled, and certainly unsurpassed, either in extent or importance, by those of any of the great chemists of the present century. Prolific as that period has been in distinguished chemists, Berzelius has, perhaps, more distinctly than any other left the impress of his ideas upon the science; and, though the greatest step which chemistry has made belongs to Dalton, it is not too much to attribute to the Swedish philosopher a large share in the work of developing and establishing the atomic theory. For the few following details of his life we have been principally indebted to an article in the Athcnceum, and partly to some other sources of information, which have enabled us to fill up some points slightly touched on in that article.
Jons Jacob Berzelius was born in the village of Vafversunda, in the canonry of Linkogring, in Ostgothland, on the 29th August 1779. His father was the village schoolmaster, and under his instruction he appears to have acquired his early education. At the age of seventeen he entered upon his medical studies at the University of Upsala, and here he also commenced his chemical studies. In the year 1814, he published his " Forsok, at, genom anviindet af den electrokemiska theorien och dekemiska proportionerna, grundlagga et rent vettenskapligt system for mineralogien." In this important work, he pointed out that the atomic theory might be extended to all minerals; and showed that the greater number of them are true salts, in which silica is the electro-negative or acid ingredient. On these 'principles he deduced from his own analyses, and those of his predecessors, the true constitution of all the more common minerals; described a system of symbols by which they might be represented; and gave a sketch of a purely chemical arrangement of mineral species.
In the year 1818 he was appointed secretary to the Academy of Sciences, the highest scientific office which Sweden has to bestow, the duties of which he continued to perform till his death.
The number of cultivators of chemistry had now become so large, and facts accumulated with such rapidity, that the Academy of Sciences entrusted to Berzelius the duty of drawing up an annual report on the progress of physics, chemistry, and mineralogy. The first volume of this report was published in 1822, and it continued to embrace the whole of these branches of science up to the year 1839, when the physical portion was disjoined, and formed into a separate report, while Berzelius confined himself entirely to chemistry and mineralogy. The last volume which he published was that for 1847.
In 1831, Berzelius retired from the active duties of his professorship, and obtained the title of honorary professor. From the 3d to the 4th of September, thirty-nine new cases of cholera occurred at Berlin; and from the 4th to the 5th there were sixty-four. The disease has also broken out at Spandau. The latest accounts from Constantinople, which are to the 25th ult., state that the cholera there continues much the same? from sixty to seventy cases per diem. At Adrianople its ravages have extended to 300 a day ! At Trebizond it had diminished to ten or twelve cases daily. At Salonica it still rages to the extent of 1500 per week. Smyrna, too, is horribly afflicted: hundreds die daily; the dead literally bury the dead. Bazaars all shut, shops deserted, business suspended ; more than 40,000 have left the city, which is now a prey to robbers. This is the description given of Smyrna by the last French steamer. The cholera has also appeared at Samsoun.
Germany.?The German papers contain returns of cases of cholera from the following places :?Berlin, the 8th instant; Stettin, the 5th; Magdeburg, the 6th ; Vienna, the 8th ; Moscow, the 26th of August; St Petersburg, the 1st of September; and Warsaw, the 5th. Up to the 8th instant there had been 784 cases of cholera in Berlin, 484 
